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From the Pastor’s Desk 
I don’t know if it’s COVID-fatigue or something else, but I seem 
to have even less patience with Advent than usual. Four weeks 
until the big day seems so long, especially since we are waiting 
for the end of this Pandemicized year. I know Advent is intended 
both to anticipate Jesus’ second Advent at the end of time, as 
well as reminding us of Advent’s theme of watchful anticipation 
and preparation. But, this year, how much of that is even        
remotely meaningful to us, how much is helpful for us as we are 
preparing to celebrate Christ’s birth?  

  

And just now, as we are grappling with COVID-fatigue, and anxiety about the future, 
and feeling stuck in place, and perhaps despairing at the continued injustice so      
contrary to God’s will, and wondering when, or even if, we’ll come through all this… 
this pronouncement and promise of Advent is good news! God is not done yet! God is 
still at work! And… God is at work even and especially through us! 

 

Which means the Christmas story for which we are preparing to hear is not the end 
of our Advent celebrations, but rather just the beginning. Every year the good news 
of the Gospel invites us to a new hearing of the story of Jesus so that we can go     
forward into another year of participating in God’s ongoing work to love and bless 
the world. 

 

That work continues in any and every gesture of love, big or small, whether in public 
or in private. Because gestures offered in love are part of the ongoing work of God, 
who is love, and who sent Jesus both to demonstrate that love and to redeem the 
world in and through God’s love. And so, just now, whether it’s refraining from  
gathering with loved ones, or wearing a mask in public, or purchasing from local   
retailers to support them, or making a donation to a charitable organization, or    
writing a note of encouragement to someone who is struggling, or calling or     
Zooming with someone who is lonely or…. And of course, the list goes on, and yes I 
know some of those examples seem both small and easy… and that’s kind of the 
point. We’re not helpless, even amid this pandemic, and we may find ourselves      
renewed in both our energy and our faith by offering these and other small gestures 
in love knowing that everything the Gospel’s tell us about Jesus was for just this    
reason, to draw us into this ongoing story that we may continue it here and now. 

 And now it’s our turn to: Go tell it on the mountain. 

                                              Over the hill and everywhere! 

                                             That Jesus Christ is born! 

Debbie and I wish you a very safe, healthy and blessed Christmas. 

Pastor Jack  
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Christmas Plans 
Plans are being made for our SUMC 2020 celebration of  Christ’s birth! 

 
 These are challenging times that require us to change, adapt, and seek new ways to celebrate 
the coming of our Lord. Many of the traditions we find comfort in remain: the lighted tree is up,  
candles to commemorate each Sunday in advent are ready, and the nativity scene is being arranged. 
We will continue to meet both safely in person, with CDC guidelines in place, and on Zoom for those 
who are most comfortable at home. 
 
 Since the number of people who can attend worship in person is limited (and that number can 
change quickly), reservations are needed for Sunday, December 20 at 10:00 am and Christmas 
Eve, Thursday, December 24 at 7 pm. Both services are usually very well attended, and we do not 
want to turn anyone away at the door. Christmas Eve will include traditional “Lessons and Carols” 
(singing with masks on is now allowed), special music, and glow sticks instead of candles to signify 
that the Light of the World is born! 
  
 Please email (sumc@rochester.rr.com), or text or phone Bev (622-1929) as soon as you know 
your plans for December 20 and 24th.  If you wish to attend worship in person at SUMC, let us know 
how many will be with you and for which date(s).  A contact phone number is also needed (just in 
case). Even if you are going to zoom from home, please let us know - it will help as we make deci-
sions for these special services. 

 Every day our situation changes. These are the plans for SUMC today – right at this mo-
ment in time. The worship team will continue to review and follow all state and CDC guidelines, 
which may mean adapting yet again. We will keep you posted if that happens. 
 
  Some things never change: YOU are a beloved child of God, and His love is FOREVER! 
 Hold onto God’s promises and hope during these unusual days. 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, here is a link to listen to some 
beautiful Christmas music! 

"The Healing Love of Christmas: A Medley of Carols" by The Robert 

Dean Chorale 

https://youtu.be/Zu9H1TGqps8  

Merry Christmas! 
Sasha and Dick 

mailto:sumc@rochester.rr.com
https://youtu.be/Zu9H1TGqps8
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Food Shelf  Update 
 

First, THANK YOU SO MUCH for all the donations supporting our Thanksgiving Basket gift cards 
for our Food Shelf clients’ holiday meal!!!  Both SUMC and ABUMC came through with monetary 
donations that have added up to $1,025 and a $40 gift card so far!!  SO THANK YOU!! 

 
 
Secondly, we are still taking food donations at the site. Our current needs 
include: canned meats (chicken, ham, salmon), Canned fruit, canned vege-
tables (maybe not green beans), Hamburger    Helper, canned chili, stew, 
or hash; cake mix, toothpaste/brushes  and paper towels/toilet paper. 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for being such generous supporters of our Spencerport Food Shelf and our Spencerport 
community! We will continue  in the large bin outside the Ed. Bldg. However, you can contact me, 
Sasha Stafford at 352-4204 if you would like me to pick up a food donation.  
Monetary donations are made out to Spencerport Food Shelf and can be 
mailed care of Sasha Stafford at 119 Amity St.,   Spencerport, NY 14559. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of this vital ministry. 
 
Sasha and Dick Stafford, Food Shelf Reps 

 

There has been a food bin in front of the 
ED building throughout the pandemic. 
People have been able to drop off 
donations as well as “ shop” for 
something they may need. 

 

November has traditionally been our 
sponsor month. This year we raised 
$1065.00 
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ADVENT BOOK STUDY 

This Book Study is being led by Nora Hampton, from the Elmgrove 
United Methodist Church.  It will be a 4-week study on Zoom, on 
Wednesday evenings from 7-8pm, and will begin on December 2nd.  If 
you wish to be a part of this study, please let Nora know so that she 
can send you the zoom link.  Her email is: nora45509@gmail.com. 

 The book, “Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes”, by Cynthia M. 
Campbell, is available on Amazon. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS GONE VIRTUAL! 
 

Sunday School has begun again! The platform may be different 
but the children are still learning about God’s love for them!     
Lessons can include stories, songs, bible verses, and at times 
crafts. The older class meets from 9 - 9:30 and the younger class 
meets from 9:30 - 9:50 on Sunday mornings. Teachers will send 
out Zoom invitations on Friday or Saturday. We are so glad to 
have this way to stay connected during this challenging times! 

mailto:nora45509@gmail.com
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Nurture/Outreach 
…to care for and nurture the mind, body and spirit of those we touch 

through God’s hands 

RUMMAGE SALE UPDATE 
We are hoping for a Spring Date. Donations are piling up! Thank you to the elves who helped move 
and sort what we have so far.  So much more to do but at least we can move up there and more      
importantly pass the fire inspection. Socially distancing sorting will resume after the holidays. 

*** DONATION DROPOFFS ARE ON HOLD UNTIL FEBRUARY*** 
Because of the lull in Rummage Sale action we have been donating to organizations that could benefit 
from our surplus. 

RED BIRD MISSION: Boxes of clothes were sent instead of Christmas Shoe Boxes this year. 

OPEN DOOR MISSION: Winter clothes and Shoes/Boots 

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY: Books 

AURORA HOUSE: Shoes 

LOCAL FAMILIES IN NEED  
                                    

 

 

DONATIONS 
                                           

Hats and mittens went to the Open Door Mission and the Coldwater Road Woman and Children’s   
Shelter. 

Open Door Mission: 36 hats, 3 hat/mitten sets, 1 hat/scarf set, 3 pairs of wool socks 

 Woman and Children’s Shelter: 32 hats, 1 neck warmer, 44 gloves & mittens, 5 hat/
mitten sets 

This year we will also be giving monetary donations to : 

Spencerport Cartons for Christmas 

Willow Domestic Violence Center 

The Salvation Army 

Open Door Mission’s Coldwater Women & Children’s Center 



Page 6 

 

 

 

 

Socially distant decorating has been going on this past week.  We have had some 

difficulty figuring out a new plan for our lighted outdoor decorations that will be 

considered acceptable to the Fire Inspector.   As a result we now have a new  

Nativity scene out front. Thank you Bev & Chip for facilitating this. 

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR: 

 

This Sunday December 6th. Snacks will be    

delivered so we can visit as we participate in 

the open forum. 

 

COLLEGE STUDENTS:  

Rebecca Dorgan and Ruth Miller will be       

receiving some “ encouragement” to help them 

navigate virtual learning and closing out their 

semester. Gift bags will be delivered this week. 

 

CARD OUTREACH: 

Jean Weaver will be sending greeting cards 

out to those who are in need of being lifted up. 

ACTIVITY BIN: 

Activity Bin for Bored Families” has been in 

front of the Ed Building for several months 

( weather and donations permitting). We have 

kept it filled with various items- many from 

the Rummage Sale Donations. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

 
Judy & Jim Heinlein 

134 Ledgestone Pass 
Brockport, NY 14420 

  
 

Carol Ashworth 
85 Normandale Dr. 

Rochester, NY 14624 

THEY’VE MOVED!!! 
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TRUSTEE NEWS 

The August “Work Day” was a huge success!  Many, many thanks to all the volunteers for their help 
on that day and to the individuals who have been completing projects this fall!  You are truly            
appreciated!                 

Work day:  

 the church grounds were cleaned up, sidewalk edged, bushes trimmed and the side garden thinned 
out 

 the garage cleaned out 

 the church pews and floor cleaned 

 the front door of the Ed. Bldg. and the railings painted 

 

Completed this fall: 

 the crushed backyard downspout replaced (church) 

 the rummage has been reorganized 

 railings installed in the kitchen stairway as well as a new, bright fluorescent light 

 lights in the sanctuary ceiling replaced 

 

Other maintenance updates: 

 The parsonage had a hole in a soffit.  It has been repaired, the fascia has been 
wrapped with aluminum, and gutter guards are in place.  Now the upper level of the par-
sonage is maintenance free!  

 The parsonage sump pump outlet pipe was rerouted under the driveway and the 
driveway was repaved. 

 We have new wiring and we are in the process of purchasing a new laptop to improve our remote    
services. 

 MERV-13 furnace filters are very dense and are recommended to trap droplets that might contain 
the COVID virus.  We have a year’s supply and we are using these on the 3 church furnaces. 

 The trustees have contracted with John Martin, an Amish wood worker from Dundee, to replicate 
both sets of church doors.  They will be built, primed, and installed next spring.  We will be re-
sponsible for painting the doors as well as scraping and painting the door trim. 

 The fire extinguishers in the church and Ed. Building have been inspected and 4 of them needed to 
be refilled.  Arrangements are being made to inspect the outside lift and the chair glide.  When this 
is completed, we will schedule the required annual Village fire inspection. 

 The sanitary sewer system was snaked out this fall by AP Plumbing.  A small amount of roots were 
found and the trustees will have these lines checked in another 2 years to prevent flooding (like we 
had in 2018). 



 

Dec. 4th: George & Beverly Frick 
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3: Jennifer Weaver 
5: Jeff Weaver 
6: Joanie Rogers 
7: George Strom 
9: Chip Compertore 
 
 
 

14: Carol Ashworth 
15: Ruth Miller 
16: Samantha Kaser 
29: Charlie Weaver 
 
 
 
 

December 

“6 Love does not 
delight in evil but 
rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It always 
protects, always 
trusts, always 
hopes, always 
perseveres.” 

~1Corinthians 
NIV 

 We are ready for winter! Arrangements have been made for plowing the driveway, and Nathan, 

a local boy, will again shovel the church steps and sidewalk. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Worship Sunday @ 10:00am        Advent Book Study @ 7:00 via Zoom     

   1 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

2 
Book Study 

3 4 
 

5 

6 
Open Forum 

 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Book Study 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 14 
 

15 16 
Book Study 

17 18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
  

23 
Book Study 

24 
Christmas Eve  

Service 
7:00pm 

25 
Christmas! 

26 
 

27 28 
 

29 
 

30 31 
New Year’s 

Eve 

  

DECEMBER 


